
  

ELM GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

October 3, 2010 

 

 

1 & 2 Corinthians 
 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

 



 

 

1 

1
 &

 2
 C

o
ri

n
th

ia
n

s
 |

 1
0

/
3

/
2

0
1

0
  

1 & 2 Corinthians 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

1 CORINTHIANS 

Title, Author, and Date 

 The Apostle Paul is the author of 1 Corinthians, a letter to the Christians at Corinth 

 Date: likely written in the first half of 55 A.D. 

 Composed in Ephesus, while Paul was on his third missionary journey 

Background 

 City of Corinth was located in southern Greece, about 45 miles west of Athens 

 City situated on a high plateau 

 For many centuries, all north-south land traffic in that area had to pass through or near the city 

 Thus, Corinth prospered as a trade city 

 It became so morally corrupt that its very name became synonymous with debauchery and moral depravity 

 To “Corinthianize” became to symbolize gross immorality and drunken debauchery 

 Like most ancient cities, Corinth had an acropolis, or “high city,” atop which was a temple to Aphrodite, the 

Greek goddess of love 

 The church in Corinth was founded by Paul on his second missionary journey 

 Unable to break with the culture from which it came, the church at Corinth was exceptionally factional, showing 

its carnality and immaturity 

 The most serious problem of the Corinthian church was worldliness, and unwillingness to divorce the culture 

around them 

 Most of the believers there could not separate themselves from their old, selfish, immoral, and pagan ways 

 So, Paul found it necessary to correct them and urge the faithful members to disengage in fellowship with those 

who remained in worldliness and sin 

 Before he wrote this letter, Paul wrote to the church on at least one other occasion; this first letter has never 

been discovered and is often referred to as “the lost epistle” 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of 1 Corinthians 

 Purpose 

 To provide discipline for an undisciplined church 

 Paul had received word of disagreements in the church, so he sought to bring unity to the body 

 Paul also received a letter from the church requesting information about certain issues of practical and 

doctrinal significance, so he wrote (in part) in response to this 

 To explain his theology to the Romans and apply it to practical issues in daily life 

 Themes/Characteristics/Theology/Contents 
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 Disunity 

 Their “hero worship” has led to factions 

 Some admired Paul, others Apollos, others Peter, some Christ 

 Paul reminds them that boasting in human leaders is wrong because they are only human 

 He also states that these men are fellow workers, not rivals 

 Christians, he argues, can achieve unity if they want it and work for it 

 Immorality 

 Paul highlights the case of a man living immorally with his father’s wife 

 He rebukes the church for not dealing with the situation, for allowing such flagrant sin to continue in 

the body 

 He commands discipline in the form of dismissal from the fellowship of the church 

 Marriage and Divorce 

 Paul builds on the teaching of Jesus by stating that divorce is allowable only in the case of unfaithfulness 

or desertion (an unbelieving spouse leaving a believer because of faith issues) 

 Paul wrote that in cases where a Christian has already divorced another Christian except for adultery, 

neither is free to marry another person; they should reconcile or at least remain unmarried 

 The bond of marriage is to be broken only by death, adultery, or an unbeliever’s departure 

 When the bond of marriage is broken in any of those ways, a Christian if free to marry another believer 

 Christian Freedom and the Law of Love 

 Paul advocates freedom to eat meat dedicated to idols, but also cautions his audience on the matter 

 They must not use their freedom in such a way that they ignore their responsibility to love and build up 

others 

 Head-Covering 

 It seems that Paul’s instructions center on his concern to maintain a visible distinction between women 

and men with respect to long and short hair (11:2-16) 

 The Lord’s Supper 

 Corinthian communion services are wrecked by factionalism, instead of being times of unity 

 Some are getting drunk at the services, and the “love feast” beforehand 

 Paul directs them to end the feasts and to take communion only in reverence and with introspection 

 Spiritual Gifts 

 The varieties of spiritual gifts fall roughly into two general types 

 Speaking gifts: prophecy, knowledge, wisdom, teaching, and exhortation 

 Serving gifts: leadership, helps, giving, mercy, faith, and discernment 

 These sets of gifts are permanent and will operate throughout the church age 

 Their purpose is to build up the church and glorify God 

 The lists in 1 Corinthians 12-14 and Romans 12 are best seen as representative of categories of 

giftedness from the Holy Spirit 

 A special category made up of miracles, healing, languages, and the interpretation of languages served as 

a set of temporary sign gifts limited to the apostolic age and have, therefore, ceased (conservative view) 

 Their purpose was to authenticate the apostles and their message as the true Word of God 
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 Once God’s Word was complete and became self-authenticating, they were no longer required 

 Some case, however, can be made for God’s use of sign gifts in places where the gospel has never 

gone before; also, a case is made by some that these gifts are still in existence but must be regulated 

and used only in love 

 Love 

 At the expense of the overused speaking in tongues, Paul urges readers to focus on the overarching ethic 

of love 

 There is no proper exercise of gifts apart from love; there is no love in the church apart from the 

exercise of spiritual gifts 

 Resurrection 

 Jesus’ resurrection is the least optional part of the Christian faith 

 Paul identifies at least six disastrous consequences that would be unavoidable if the resurrection of Jesus 

was proved to be a hoax: 

 The preaching of Christ would be senseless and meaningless (15:!4) 

 Faith in Christ would be useless since He would still be dead (15:14) 

 All the witnesses and preachers of the Resurrection would be liars (15:15) 

 No one would be redeemed (saved) from sin (15:17) 

 All former believers would have died as fools (15:18) 

 Christians would be the most pitiable people in the world (15:19) 

Outline 
I. Introduction: The calling and benefits of sainthood (1:1-9) 

II. Disunity in the church (1:10-4:21) 

a. The need for unity (1:10-3:23) 

b. The need for servanthood (4:1-21) 

III. Immorality in the church (5:1-6:20) 

IV. Marriage in the church (7:1-40) 

V. Liberty in the church (8:1-11:1) 

VI. Worship in the church (11:2-14:40) 

a. Roles of men and women in the church (11:2-16) 

b. The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34) 

c. Spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40) 

VII. The hope of the church: 

Resurrection (15:1-58) 

VIII. A charge to the church (16:1-24) 

a. Stewardship (16:1-4) 

b. Personal plans and greetings 

(16:5-24) 

 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
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2 CORINTHIANS 

Title, Author, and Date 

 The Apostle Paul is the author of 2 Corinthians, a letter to the Christians at Corinth 

 Date: likely written in late 55 or early 56 A.D. 

Background/Paul’s Relationships with the Corinthian Church  

 Paul evangelizes Corinth during his second journey 

 Paul writes a lost letter in which he commands the Corinthian church to dissociate from professing Christians 

who live immorally 

 Paul writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus during his third journey to deal with a variety of problems in the church 

 Paul makes a quick, “painful” visit from Ephesus to Corinth and back to straighten out the problems at Corinth 

but fails to accomplish his purpose 

 Paul sends another lost letter, called the “sorrowful/severe letter,” in which he commands the Corinthians to 

discipline his leading opponent in the church 

 Paul leaves Ephesus and anxiously waits for Titus, first at Troas and then in Macedonia 

 Titus finally arrives with good news that the church has disciplined Paul’s opponent and that most of the 

Corinthians have submitted to Paul’s authority 

 Paul writes 2 Corinthians from Macedonia (still on the third journey) in response to Titus’s favorable report 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of 2 Corinthians  

 Purpose 

 To express relief and joy at the favorable response of the majority of Corinthian Christians 

 To stress the collection that he wants to gather from the church for the Christians in Jerusalem 

 To defend his apostolic ministry to the remaining skeptical minority 

 Themes/Characteristics/Theology/Contents 

 Style and Tone 

 2 Corinthians is a very personal letter 

 Because of that, it is hard to analyze 

 Reconciliation 

 God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself and has given to us a ministry of reconciliation 

 In spite of the difficulties he faced, Paul viewed himself as an ambassador urging people to be reconciled 

to God 

 This clear perception of his ministry motivated Paul to endure hardships 

 It led him to purify himself from any contaminating alliance and practice 

 True Ministry 

 True ministry in Christ’s name involves both suffering and victory 

 Serving Christ 

 Serving Christ means ministering in His name to the total needs of the person 
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 Leaders 

 Leaders in ministry need support and trust from those to whom they minister 

 Paul’s Credibility as an Apostle 

 Seen in the transformed lives of the Corinthians 

 Paul insisted that he needed no special recommendation for his work with them 

 The planting of the church and the transformation of their lives were Paul’s recommendations for 

ministry and apostleship 

 Paul’s Motivation for Ministry 

 Paul explained that God had given him a superior motivation for ministry 

 Despite the drain on his physical strength, God was providing him spiritual renewal each day 

 The afflictions Paul faced were light in contrast with the “heavy” glory God was storing up for him 

 God also gave him the ability to view events from an eternal rather than temporal viewpoint 

 Collection for the Jerusalem Christians 

 He had, for some time, urged the Corinthians to complete the collection of funds for impoverished 

Jewish Christians in Jerusalem 

 Now Paul pressed home to his Corinthian friends the urgency of completing the task 

 Words to a Rebellious Element in the Church 

 Paul’s tone changes from chs. 8-9 to chs. 10-13 

 His words are more defensive and pointed 

 He responds to charges against perceived timidity and inconsistency 

 He explains his missionary practices in light of those who claimed credit for work Paul started; he 

would only boast of work the Lord did through Him; he refused to commend himself for his work 

 He warned the church to be on guard against cunning, deceitful teachers 

 In order to protect his credibility, he gave his apostolic “resume” in chs. 11-12 

Outline 
I. Preface/Salutation (1:1-11) 

II. Confrontation with Paul’s former opponents (1:12-7:16) 

III. Collection for the Jerusalem Christians (8:1-9:5) 

IV. Confrontation with Paul’s present opponents in Corinth (10:1-12:21) 

V. Paul’s coming visit (13:1-10) 

VI. Conclusion (13:11-14) 

 
 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
 


